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Israel Lobby
In Slide 209, John Mearsheimer and Stephen Walt in The Israel Lobby and U. S. Foreign Policy, 2007, pages 5 and 115 state the meaning of a lobby as “…. a loose coalition of individuals and organizations that actively work to move U.S. foreign policy in a pro-Israel direction… The bulk of the lobby is comprised of Jewish Americans.” 
Glenn Frankel, “A Beautiful Friendship? In search of the truth about the Israel lobby's influence on Washington,” Washington Post, 7/16/2006, explain a n Israel lobby is “a collection of American Jewish organizations, campaign contributors and think tanks -- aided by Christian conservatives and other non-Jewish supporters -- that arose over the second half of the 20th century and that sees as a principle goal the support and promotion of the interests of the state of Israel” (Slide 209).
Seth Morrison presents a further argument that, “the group that is really in charge that you don’t hear about very often is the Conference of Presidents of Major [American] Jewish Organizations… All of the synagogue groups, all of the fund-raising groups, all of the political groups, all of the influencing organizations, 53 people in one room control those groups… The Conference of Presidents, these 53 people are the board of AIPAC. It is in that body that these decisions are made and that all of this confluence comes together. The synagogues get their marching orders. The universities get their marching orders. The charities get their marching orders from those 53 people” (Slide 209).
From the above, to define an Israel lobby, three aspects are evident: first, it is an organized group or coalition of people, secondly, the group or coalition has interests, especially fostering the growth, establishment and popularization of Israel idea and Israeli interests; and thirdly, these groups or persons are not political but include religious and charities. Hence, Israel lobby means: a coalition of individuals, political, religious and humanitarian, that seeks to see the establishment and spread of Israel agenda globally. Evidently, Grant Smith, The Scott Horton Show (2015) notes that, the Israel lobby is “an overlapping matrix of organizations, some working in direct coordination with the Israeli government, that extract military, financial, and political resources from America through policy formulation, grassroots direct lobbying, pressure on media and elites in direction of reward and punishment.”
Who is Calling the Shots?
The Israel government is using the Israel Lobby, AIPAC and “mini-AIPACs” to call the shots.
Grant Smith, in Big Israel (a comprehensive, historical, data-driven analysis of how the Israel lobby exerts influence across the United States) notes as follows: “The Israel lobby exerts incredible power and influence over America. Some identify only one organization, the American Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC), as “the lobby” citing its influence on Capitol Hill. This is wrong. Many interconnected organizations channel their power and influence through AIPAC in Congress. Hundreds more “mini-AIPAC’s” coordinate with AIPAC and their own national office to lobby state legislatures to pass model legislation and spending authorizations benefitting Israel—without publically disclosing most of their lobbying activities. Others operate quietly, policing what is allowed to appear in mainstream news media and channeling “hush money” to civil rights organizations to keep them out of grassroots pro-Palestinian movements. Coordinated, effective and highly averse to public scrutiny, the Israel Affinity Organizations that make up the lobby have transformed America….”
The implications of the above assertions by Smith are threefold. First, without the Israel lobby, AIPAC, organizations would not find a proper framework to financially support the US Middle East policy. Secondly, without “mini-AIPACs” state legislatures would not pass model legislation and spending authorization in favour of Israel, hence, Israeli agenda would not be considered in states’ legislations. Lastly, without these lobby organizations, Israel agenda in influencing the US would not succeed.
American Christian Support of Jewish Settlers in Palestine
The continues to support incoming Jewish settlers (in Palestine) who do not believe in Jesus against the underdog native Muslim and Christian Palestinians who do believe in Jesus by predominantly Christian America is just but paradoxical as noted by the former Congressman Paul Findley in The Christian Science Monitor, August 2, 1985 that “Mainline Christians who accept the legitimacy of the Jewish faith but question some policies of the Jewish state are branded anti-Semitic, while evangelical Christians who back Israel but doubt the theological validity of Judaism are welcome as allies.” 
This group can be termed as “The Christian Zionist Branch of the Israel Lobby” (Slide 221) because: it provides financial support to the Jewish settler movement; opposes any territorial concession to the Palestinians; and contributes to tourism in Israel, a lucrative economic sector generating $2.8 billion in 2004 (Slide 221).  
The reason for this continued support is as a result of premillennial dispensationalism. Slide 222, expounds on this as follows: “Christian Zionism grows out of a particular theological system called premillennial dispensationalism, which originated in early 19th-century England. The preaching and writings ………………………..emphasized the literal and future fulfillment of such teachings as the Rapture, the rise of the Antichrist, the Battle of Armageddon, and the central role that a revived state of Israel would play during the end days…..and Revelation predict when Jesus will return and how the final battle of history will take place.”
Problems and Solutions
Attorney Jeff Gates (Slide 254) and in the proceeding video- believes that the main problem the US has been facing which has on the other end exacerbated the conflict in the Middle East is because it has been held hostage by the Israeli because the latter has penetrated the former’s government with operatives in key positions who eventually influence government decision especially driving the Israeli government foreign policy. For instance, (Slide 378) when Netanyahu called for immediate dismantling of UNRWA citing the agency was perpetuating Palestine refugee agenda and incitement  (Haaretz, 2017), the US ended all funding to the agency in support of the Israel government wish (CNN, 2018).
As a solution, Jeff states that , there is need for identification of the sayanim; and including expelling diplomatic staff and Americans alike if an investigation uncover complicity by Israeli officials and interference; and media should be held personally responsible for spearheading and opinion-shaping the Israeli foreign policy and propaganda (Slide 254).
Impact of the Conflict on the US 
Political conflicts in the region have a direct influence on the lives of Christians, both as citizens and as Christians. The Israeli occupation of the Palestinian Territories makes daily life difficult with regard to freedom of movement, the economy and religious life (access to the Holy Places is dependent on military permission which is granted to some and denied to others on security grounds (Slide 36).
According to former CIA analyst Michael F. Scheuer, in his book exposes how Israel’s intelligence services have created a domestic espionage network in the United states whose operatives do the following: “Steal secret business data that benefits Israel’s economy and costs America intellectual property, business revenues, and domestic jobs; shield the American Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC) from having to register as an agent of a foreign government. AIPAC mission is to coordinate with the Israeli government in order to push U.S. policies that economically benefit Israel at high costs to U.S. business and workers. This agency relationship has corrupted the U.S. legislative, electoral, and judicial processes, and guarantees that American- kids die fighting wars pushed by Israel and its lobby’s leaders; … run covert operations against a host of government agencies—from the Pentagon to the U.S. Trade Representative’s office—stealing and passing information to Israel that compromises U.S. foreign, economic, and defense policies…..gain preferential and corrupting access—via illegally coordinated campaign contributions, influence, and intimidation” (Slide 192).
The lack of coordination by U.S. enforcement and regulatory agencies places American firms at a disadvantage against “at risk” pharmaceutical launches that violate patents. The USTR refuses to treat Israeli espionage as an intellectual property or treaty violation issue, instead of referring it to agencies enforcing arms and other export controls (Slide 193).
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